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UM’S AMERICA COUNTS PROGRAM SENDS
MATH TUTORS INTO LOCAL SCHOOLS
MISSOULA—

Faculty members at The University of Montana are rising to a challenge made by Vice
President A1 Gore last year in the form of America Counts, an initiative designed to improve
children’s skills in mathematics.
Like its predecessor, America Reads, America Counts will send college work-study
students and volunteers into schools this fall to tutor children nationwide. Designed for
kindergarten through ninth grades, America Counts aims to “help our young people master the
fundamentals of algebra and geometry ... to get on track to college and a good jo b ,” Gore said
in his announcement.
The program is funded by the U.S. Department of Education through the Federal
Work-Study Program, which helps students pay for college in exchange for work.
Locally, eight faculty members are spending part of their summer organizing and
designing the Missoula program, which is being implemented through a partnership between
UM ’s Department of Mathematical Sciences, School of Education and Volunteer Action
Services. Because funding is only available for student wages and to hire a volunteer director,
faculty members are donating their time to the cause.
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Math Professor Johnny Lott, who is helping design the plan, hopes to see an
improvement in local students’ test scores -- and their attitudes about math.
“We are one of the few countries in the world where it is acceptable to say ‘I can’t do
math,”’ Lott said. “Kids hear that from their parents.”
The program is in the midst of recruiting 10 college students to go into as-yetundetermined elementary, middle- and high-school classrooms this fall and work with younger
students individually and in small groups.
“One of the important things is to have a role model —someone who likes math —in
the classroom,” Lott said. “There are teachers who are afraid of math.”
Likely candidates for America Counts tutors are elementary education majors or math
majors or minors, although anyone with strong math skills and a desire to work with children
is encouraged to apply.
The 10 students will receive training in early September and will begin working in
classrooms by the end of the month.
To learn more about becoming an America Counts tutor, call Johnny Lott at 243-6142.
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